Local Transport Plan 2006-2011

The consultation phase was October to December 2004 and the Provisional Plan ‘Devon on the Move’ came out in July 2005.  The final submission will be in March 2006 but realistically the only changes likely are updates of data and targets where indicated in 2005 draft.

Devon is very good with its consultation (in fact, looking at other authorities, and talking with other campaigners nationally, it is well put together and matches guidelines positively).  At this stage, many authorities only accept comments from prearranged groups but Devon invites comments.  This letter is my response (note: copied to Richard Ormerod, Senior Planning Officer, Government Office South West, Mast House, Shepherds Wharf, 24 Sutton Road, Plymouth PL4 0HJ).

27th October 2005

County Environment Director

Devon County Council

County Hall

Topsham Road

Exeter

Devon

EX2 4QW

Local Transport Plan 2006-2011

Particular reference to North Devon

Dear Mr Chorlton

The Local Transport Plan is a most constructive and thorough document and I wish it well for a favourable reception.  I would like to comment in support of certain sections from the perspective of residents in North Devon and more widely on the role of cycling in the county.  There are a few areas that are less robust and I shall conclude with some points on these.

Strengths: a selection.

1. Comprehensive and well matched to guidelines.

2. Measurable, realistic and stretching targets.

3. Comments on travel behaviour and the importance of soft measures (p33).

4. Cycle trip information and targets (p41 – see paragraph below).

5. Road safety issues and proposals and targets.

6. Recognition of need to consider climate change and take appropriate action (p64).

7. Stress on healthy modes of travel to school (p73).

I would make a special response to the enthusiastic approach shown for cycling.  The cycling target on page 41 is increase at ‘key locations in Exeter, Barnstaple and Newton Abbot by 55% by 2010/11 from the 2003/4 baseline’.  This looks good and as far as I can see would suggest that Devon is setting the highest target in the country.  It should be fully achievable as things come together: network coherence in compact urban areas, oil price panics, action on climate change, the non-child-cycling generation reaching age of concern for health whilst their juniors appreciate the value of economic and reliable transport, improvements in bike and clothing technology.

Less robust areas.

1. There are points related to transport in rural areas, in particular about safety and accessibility, but there would seem little to help with the seasonal surge of traffic.  Many areas especially near the coast suffer congestion and degraded access to services through the summer.  Traffic flows are often at levels commensurate with the main urban areas – there there are alternatives and yet much of the LTP effort and resources are heading that way (particularly in relation to the 20% or so of journeys that are to work).  To help with tackling congestion, improving access to services and helping to minimise climate change, the LTP could include for rural areas suffering seasonal saturation possibilities such as these.

· Improved signal technology to deal with tidal nature of traffic flows, e.g. Braunton.

· Pedestrian and cycle routes to provide alternatives to the car.

· Enhancements to bus services, luggage/surfboard carrying, Park and Ride.

· Further calming and safety improvements in busy villages.

2. ‘Accessibility to services’ has bus use as its focus.  Improved pedestrian and cycle routes can and should play a significant role here.  Attention should be given to the mitigation of barriers, such as busy roads to cross.  The importance of information could be highlighted: with 10% households changing every year people’s mental maps of the neighbourhood may be small.

3. Greater prominence could be given to the National Cycle Network, with references also made in relation to tackling congestion and improving accessibility.  Additional sections of the network could be considered and connecting links in urban areas.

I hope that these comments are of relevance.

Mike Harrison

Copies:
GOSW/local councillors/CTC

